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REMEMBERING DARDEN BURNS
Any KMTA members
living on Bainbridge
Island during the past
couple of decades will
have received e-mails
addressed, “Attention,
Music Lovers” or
“Attention, Fellow
Music Teachers.” The
community-spirited voice
behind these dozens of
letters is suddenly silent.
It was a shock to learn of
Darden’s death on August
22nd. She struggled with
chronic illness all of her
adult life, and in particular,
Chronic Fatigue and Fibromyalgia syndromes, and her health became especially
challenging over recent months.
I remember meeting Darden shortly after she arrived on Bainbridge in 1984. She
opened a teaching studio, where she was much in demand for 35 years, until this
summer. She was clearly a dedicated, enthusiastic and talented piano teacher, and
very excited about the new house that she and her husband Michael were building.
This home was to be the site for many of the home concerts in the “Musical Evenings
on Bainbridge Island,” a series which Darden founded and directed for twelve years,
and also KMTA adjudications and Senior Scholarship Competitions. Darden was
active as a collaborative pianist with many of the talented musicians on Bainbridge,
(a beautiful Schubert four-hand performance with Jim Quitsland comes immediately
to mind,) and enjoyed accompanying for Bainbridge Performing Arts. I can still see
her in this latter role, a radiant smile on her face, just shortly before the birth of her
second daughter Amelia, sister to Caitlin.
Darden’s next undertaking to benefit her local arts community was the fund-raising to
purchase a grand piano, which was placed in the Waterfront Park Community Center,
making a wide variety of concerts possible. Darden then founded, in 2005, “First
Sundays Concerts,” a series that presented professional classical and jazz artists to
the Kitsap County music enthusiasts. She additionally organized “All Island Student
Recitals,” twice-yearly opportunities for students to perform in public on this same
piano in The Commons.

She was active
both in
K.M.T.A. and in
the West Sound
Chapter. Darden
contributed to the
musical life of both
Grace Episcopal
Church and St.
Barnabas
Episcopal
Church.

It is an immense tribute to Darden’s fortitude and devotion to music that a woman
who had very little energy to spare, given the limitations of her health, gave so
abundantly and selflessly to enrich the arts community in the corner of
Washington she chose to call home. She leaves an immense hole in our musical
lives, and will be fondly remembered for her generosity of spirit.
Most of all–beyond her immediate family–she will be missed by her students.
With gratitude for having known Darden Claire Marshall
“I can say that teaching piano has been the most rewarding and gratifying work that I
can imagine. I feel so grateful for this profession.” - Darden Burns

President's Message
Welcome to fall! I hope you had a more restful summer than I
did: we moved our household and my studio from Poulsbo to
Kingston, moved our daughter to Chicago for college, and moved
my mother from an apartment to an assisted living facility. I still
don't know if I'm coming or going. If you see me on the highway, point me in
the right direction.
The passing of Darden Burns is of course at the top of my mind as we enter a
new year of KMTA activities. It's a reminder to live life with no regrets, one day
at a time. It's an example to follow that no matter what our personal challenges
may be, we can still face life with a smile, and give of our own time and talents
to bless others.
I went to Darden's studio on
Bainbridge Island last spring to
drop off the certificates for students
participating in the Senior
Celebration, which she hosted. Her
studio had a breathtaking view of
the water from a secluded, treeshaded corner of the Island. Around
the walls were displayed the names
of her favorite composers. It must have been a truly inspiring place for her
students to make music.
As I am about to rebuild my teaching space from scratch in my new location, I
have been rethinking what I do and don't want to have in my studio. Bulletin
boards, seating and tables, pictures and posters? Flooring materials (hard or
soft?), lighting, shelves and storage? Doorways and pathways? Dianne Johnston
generously gave me a tour of her own studio, a daylight basement like the one I
will be remodeling, to help me visualize the end result. And it got me thinking
that maybe we could use this newsletter to share our teaching spaces with one
another. Some have a lot of space, others work with very little. Some own their
space, some rent from a community location, and some travel to students'
homes. What ideas do we have in common? What makes each teacher
different? And what could we share that would help others rethink and refresh
their teaching spaces?
With that in mind, I would like to invite anyone interested to share pictures and
stories of their studio space in this year's issues of Quavers. We'll call it
"Studio(s) of the Month." Please let me know if you'd like to be featured in this
way. If we lack responses, you might be subjected to my own before-duringand-after photos of my studio remodel.
I look forward to seeing you all at the first membership meeting of the fall, on
Friday September 13 at 10:00a.m., Central Kitsap Presbyterian Church. Come
for a preview of the annual calendar, receive your copy of the membership
yearbook, and stay for the fellowship.
See you soon,
Jane Melin
President, Kitsap Music Teachers Association

From the VP: Meeting News
Special guest: YOU!
I have a feeling that our September meeting will have a
bittersweet feeling to it; bitter because of the loss of our own
beloved Darden, but sweet because most of us would not have even known her,
but for KMTA! So that's what we're celebrating: us--our association, but more
importantly, each member of it. This was our plan before hearing the sad news,
but Darden's passing causes me personally to further appreciate life, friendship,
and the chance that we all have to lift each other up in our efforts to create a
more musical world.
So we hope to see you (yes, you!) on September 13 at 10 for our kickoff
meeting. We would really like to have as many members as possible attend,
and we would love to have prospective members join us to see the value of
being a member, both professionally and personally! Do you know any teachers
that are not members of KMTA? Invite them! Even if you think they cannot
attend, we all need to reach out to fellow music teachers in our community so
that we can share what we can with them, and also receive valuable
contributions from other talented colleagues. So here are two easy ways that we
need you to contribute to this next meeting:
1. Please share the invitation below or this Facebook event with music
teachers in the area (and remember to follow up.) Not only will they receive a
gift for coming, but so will you for bringing them!
2. If you have any experiences involving friendships, support, and personal
connection in KMTA, please either email them to me (if you'd like them
anonymously read), or come prepared to share at the meeting.
To top it off, we will also feed you!
Until then,
Laura Meredith
Vice-President, Kitsap Music Teachers Association

District III Workshop
Mary Kogen will present "Hear, Feel & Move!” A Whole Body, Whole Brain
Approach to Rhythm & Harmony

Saturday, October 12, 2019
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Pacific Lutheran University | Mary Baker Russell Music Center, Tacoma, WA
District III Workshop Registration Form

Kitsap Young Musician's Festival
This year's festival will be held on Saturday, November 16, at St. Antony of Egypt
Episcopal Church, 11885 Old Frontier Road NW, Silverdale.
For those who have not participated before, The Kitsap Young Musicians Festival
(KYMF) is a series of recitals held throughout the day featuring student performers
from all over the county. All instruments, ages, musical styles and levels are
welcome. Recitals are approximately one hour. Students only need to stay for their
assigned recital (although anyone is welcome to attend as many programs as they
would like to hear!) We always enjoy fall-themed refreshments and it is a wonderful
experience for the kids. For many studios, a KYMF recital is a perfect "first
performance" to kick off the year.
On-line registration will open on September 15th. More information about
registration will be available at the September KMTA meeting. The fee is $5 per
student for members and $10 for nonmembers. Registration will close on October
31st (Halloween!) You will receive your students’ schedule the following week.
If you know a teacher in Kitsap County who is not yet a member of KMTA but might
be interested in having students participate in our festival, please pass on their email
to me and I’ll send them a personal invitation. We would like to grow KYMF as a
community event and you can help!
Feel free to contact me with your questions about KYMF: ks88keys@gmail.com. I
look forward to hearing YOUR students at the festival!
Krista Seely
KYMF Chair

A Tribute to Darden
I will miss Darden, for whom I have great
admiration and respect. She was among the
first musicians I met after moving to
Kingston because of an ad she placed in the
paper for anyone wanting to play piano
duets. I saw and responded to the ad, and
our friendship began. She had at that time
recently moved to the Island, Caitlin was a
toddler. The obituary for Darden tells so
much of how she shared of her personal
searching and talents. Personally, she was
always musically helpful, particularly when
I was working on my required performance
for WSMTA certification.
She broadened our horizons by continually
bringing Bainbridge Island musicians
together for Musical Evenings in homes. Later she and Michael shared their home
for musical events, and then the First Sunday Concert Series. The past few
Christmas greetings were recordings she prepared of music she played and enjoyed.
She was ever thoughtful, sharing, generous and talented in so many ways. Her
passing leaves a great void for KMTA and the Kitsap community. At the same time
we are richer for the wonderful heritage she established.
Dianne Johnston

For Darden's obituary, details on
her memorial service (scheduled
for September 14), and to share a
memory, go here.

First Sundays concert, September 8
[Dear Darden submitted this shortly before departing this life.]
First Sundays Concerts presents flutist Janet See with violinist Christine Beckman,
violist Laurie Wells and cellist Nathan Whittaker in a concert of chamber music by
Danzi, Mozart, and Haydn. The program will include Mozart’s D Major flute quartet,
the sublime Adagio from an 1801 arrangement of the Op. 20 No. 5 string quartet of
Haydn, and movements from an 1804 arrangement of Don Giovanni for flute and
string trio. The program is titled "Music for These Distracted Times.” Mozart and
Haydn stand at the pinnacle of late 18th and early 19th century classical music. The
clarity, transparency and balance heard in their music is truly a balm for the soul.
The concert takes place at Waterfront Park
Community Center - 370 Brien Drive at 4:00.
Tickets are available at brownpapertickets.com or
at the door. For more
information www.firstsundaysconcert.org

Email update for treasurer Sally Camp
If you need to send Sally an email, please use her new
one: ameasureatatime@gmail.com .

Do you have info to distribute to KMTA?
Please send all communication items (website updates/documents, email
blasts, Quavers articles, etc.) to Laura Meredith: lameredith@gmail.com. Plain text
in an email body and image files work best.
Quavers articles should be submitted at least 3 days before the end of the month.

UPCOMING EVENTS

MORE FROM KMTA

Check for registration deadlines, instructions,
documents, contacts and more at the linked pages.

For the latest
information on
upcoming events,
watch for email alerts
to items posted on our
News page.

Member (and guest!) meeting
Friday, September 13, 10 a.m., Central Kitsap
Presbyterian
Memorial Service for Darden Burns
Saturday, September 14, 11 a.m., St. Barnabas
Episcopal Church
District III Conference
Saturday, October 12, Pacific Lutheran University
Kitsap Young Musician's Festival
Saturday, November 16, St. Antony of Egypt Episcopal
Church

KMTA on Facebook

KMTA Website
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