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November 2020 News Digest - Find Full Event Details at our Website,
kitsapmusicteachers.org

President's Message:
Teachers must be learners!
Last month I discussed what we have been
compelled to learn out of necessity, due to our
current situation. Now I want to encourage going
out and seeking to learn new things, just for the
"fun" of it! Okay, it might not always be fun, but
there are definitely benefits.
First of all, wouldn't it be hypocritical of us to
expect our students to constantly be learning and changing what they are doing,
if we are not willing to do the same? I feel that the best teachers are also the
best learners. After all, can any of us claim to be perfect musicians or teachers?
Second, the more we seek learning, the more adaptable we become. If we are
used to learning new things, then we are less likely to get "stuck in a rut". The
saying "you can't teach a [music teacher] new tricks" need not apply to us!
There is a particular 96-year-old that I'm thinking of, who not only has a
Facebook page, but he recently shared his excitement in learning something
new in an area of study that he had been pursuing for many decades. Talk
about lifelong learning!
Third, who knows; maybe something we learn now just out of interest will really
come in handy! Perhaps there are some among us who actively sought out
versatility in our teaching (such as teaching online) before it was a necessity,
and I can only imagine that they had a much smoother transition into that
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virtual world than the rest of us! If we are forward thinking and imagine what
could be of benefit in the future, that can guide our course for learning.
Now, you don't need to do something crazy like learn Chinese (which,
incidentally, I am a bit!) Just start small: something you'd like to know or know
how to do, or how to do better. If you need some resources to jumpstart your
"independent study", here are a few:
The MTNA Virtual Conference is STILL available! But at some point it
will disappear, so take advantage now!
You may have recently received an email about the Royal Conservatory
teacher portal, which has teacher resources, tips, videos, and more!
The newly launched Let's Play Music podcast has many interesting topics,
such as music as suicide prevention, making piano practice fun, and
singing in tune.
Happy learning, everyone!
Laura Meredith
President, Kitsap Music Teachers Association
PS Did anyone take me up on my challenge last
month of tracking our sunny days? Here is what
I've observed so far!

From the Vice-President: Meeting News
On Friday, November 13th, immediately following our business
meeting, some of our very own KMTA members will be
presenting different technology tools of the trade. We'll have
Mary Grant, Laura Meredith and Jane Melin going over how to
use Google Forms and Docs, along with other tech tools by
https://mailchi.mp/44651729c14c/november-quavers-newsletter?e=[UNIQID]

2/7

11/3/2020

November Quavers newsletter

request. If you struggle with technology, or even just want to learn more, this is
the meeting for you. Bring your questions, and come prepared to take notes!
See you Friday November 13th at 10 am on Zoom!
Melanie Stroud
Vice President

Life Shaper or Artist Maker?
Save the date! Plan to join us for a virtual presentation by Brian Chung on an
unusual day, Tuesday December 8 at 11 am. His talk is described as "an inspirational
message that every music teacher in the country should hear," and reminds us of the
magnitude of the impact we have as music teachers on our world and the future.
More details to come!

Parents as practice partners--last chance!
If you did not get to watch the October meeting program, the recording will be
available for just a couple more days. The recording can be found in our "Members
only" section of our website. Contact a member of the board if you need the
password.

Christmas at the Mall
Sadly, we won't be able to hold our regular Christmas at the Mall performances this
year. But fear not, there will still be an opportunity for students to perform
Christmas music! We are creating a Christmas playlist on the KMTA YouTube
channel, and would love to have as many students as would like to contribute!
There is no set time frame for contributions, so as soon as students are ready, here is
what you should have them do:
1) Record a video performance (or if they prefer, and audio performance with
artwork etc. as the visual, for privacy). They will be naming their own video, so
including the piece and composer/arranger is helpful, and they can include their full
name, first name only, whatever they want others to see.
2) Upload to their own YouTube account, on the "unlisted" setting (YouTube
accounts are now automatically connected to all Google accounts. (If they do not
have a Google account, they can send their video to you.)
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3) Send the link to you. You may want to review their performance, and then send
their link to Laura Meredith (laurasletsplaymusic@gmail.com), who will add it to our
unlisted playlist. You can advise your students that they are free to switch their own
video to "private" at any time if they do not want it visible any longer. We will send
out the playlist link once there are a few submissions there to enjoy.
Merry Christmas/Music Learning Season!
Laura Meredith

Voice MAP Update
Voice MAP (Music Artistry Program) will be held on February 7, either at the studio
of Melanie Stroud or online with Leischen Moore from Pacific Lutheran University.
Please let Melanie know ASAP at melaniejoymusic96@gmail.com if you plan to
participate.

Strings MAP Estimates due November 15
Strings teachers interested in participating in our (hopefully in-person but
potentially virtual) Music Artistry Program this year on March 5 or 6, please send
your estimated time needs to Melanie Kurtzbein at kurtzbein4@gmail.com by
November 15.

FIRST SUNDAYS CONCERTS
To close out the Bainbridge Community Piano Association’s 16th season of its First
Sundays Concerts series, the performing arts organization will be jumping out of its
usual scope of entertainment with the upcoming virtual performance of Eric and
Encarnacion’s Duo Flamenco on Nov. 8.
Typically, the concert series consists of local jazz and classical performers, but in this
case, BCPA decided to spice things up with a Spanish-based flamenco performance.
As the days get shorter and the year of COVID marches on, the beauty, the energy
and the soul of this duo flamenco may just be what we all need.
Get your tickets here!
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KMTA Competitions, 2021
The date is set for our 2021 Piano, Vocal and Instrumental Competitions! Mark
your calendars for Saturday, March 13, 2021. This will either be the date for a
live performance competition (here’s hoping!) or it will be the date to submit videos
for remote judging. The Competition committee will evaluate the situation in
January, and make a decision at that time.
Note that it will be tricky to get venue and judges set up for a live performance event
on a January to March timeline so please be thinking about how to help your
students create good recordings, as virtual competition is still likely! We want our
students to feel positive about this experience, and to treasure their recordings.
More information to come, as the committee and your board of directors continue to
find ways to help get us through this year o’ the COVID!
Mary Grant

Do you have info to distribute to KMTA?
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Please send all communication items (website updates/documents, email
blasts, Quavers articles, etc.) to Melanie Kurtzbein: kurtzbein4@gmail.com . Plain
text in an email body and image files work best.
Quavers articles should be submitted at least 3 days before the end of the month.

UPCOMING EVENTS

MORE FROM KMTA

Check for registration deadlines, instructions,
documents, contacts and more at the linked pages.

For the latest
information on
upcoming events,
watch for email
alerts.

First Sunday Concert
Sunday November 8, 2020, at 4 pm
Next Membership Meeting
November 13, 2021, 10 am on Zoom
Brian Chung Virtual Presentation
Tuesday December 8, 2020, at 11 am
Piano, String and Vocal Music Artistry Programs
(MAP)
February-March 2021
KMTA Performance Competitions 2021
March 13, 2021

KMTA on Facebook

KMTA Website
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