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kitsapmusicteachers.org

President's Message: 🎵Nothin’ lasts
forever, even cold November rain…
[I wonder if I’m the first to ever quote a Guns N’ Roses song in a
Quavers article]
How’s the weather? If you recall, last fall I wrote an article about the weather, and
it wasn’t just small talk. I had told you that I would be keeping track of all the days
that I saw sunshine. I thought that since we’re headed back into the gloom, I would
share my findings from last year’s “dark season”:
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Does this surprise you? It surprised me too! Now granted, these were not
completely sunny days, they were simply days that I saw some sunshine. The 2
main benefits that I gained from this practice were:
-On days that I was tempted to think, “it’s always dreary, we never get to see the
sun!” all I had to do was look at my log and quickly see that those thoughts were
not at all true.
-I found that I was actively looking for sunshine, and frequently noticed it, even
when it peeked out just for a moment. It’s like the old adage, “seek and ye shall
find”.
I’ve come to realize that this can apply to many situations in life; are you looking
for proverbial clouds or sunshine in your life? Because whatever you’re looking for,
you’ll find it! Are you looking for evidence (even unconsciously) that your teaching
situation is difficult? Or are you out to prove that you have the best job ever?
What about your students, especially challenging ones; are you reflecting on what
made today’s lesson extra draining, or where you felt you had a breakthrough with
them?
So look for the sunshine, both literal and figurative, even when it seems rare; that
will make its appearance even more stunning!
Laura Meredith
President, Kitsap Music Teachers Association

From the Vice-President: Meeting
News
Our November guest speaker will be Jan Music, returning for more
body moving rhythm exercises and some additional tricks and
treats! Her presentation will follow our business meeting at 10am
on November 12 at Central Kitsap Presbyterian Church. This meeting will be in
person only, with masking. Hope to see you there!
Melanie Stroud
Vice President

To expedite minutes approval at our next meeting, please review the minutes from our
October membership meeting here.
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Kitsap Young Musicians Festival
Join us for some great music at the Kitsap Young Musicians Festival this coming
Saturday, November 6th, at Central Kitsap Presbyterian Church. About 50 students from
ten studios will be performing in three recitals. Recital times are 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM
and 1:00 PM. Remember to wear your mask!
If you registered students, you were emailed a request for program information last week
which is due on November 2nd. VERY IMPORTANT: Please confirm that ALL of your
student performers submit a permission form/liability waiver via email OR bring one to
the recital. It is a requirement in order to perform this year.
Thank you kindly to teachers who have offered to help at the festival. We will have plenty
of help!
Here’s to a safe and healthy return to live music in Kitsap County sponsored by KMTA.
I’ll see you at the festival!
Krista Seely, Festival Chair
ks88keys@gmail.com

Christmas at the Mall
Hello everyone!
Christmas in the mall is definitely a go!! Sign up is available now, here and on
KMTA's members only page. The performance area is outside of Kohl’s (North
entrance.) There will be a few large Christmas trees, but no bungee jumpers. Dates are
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sundays from November 26 to December 19. Sign up
will be for KMTA members only until November 12. After November 12, it will be open to
local performers. Ira will be supplying the piano again. A professional piano mover will
be bringing it to the mall in the next few weeks. For any questions or concerns, please
contact Cathy at (608) 732-0985 or catherinegabbey@gmail.com

KMTA Christmas party: save the date!
Last year we missed our annual tradition of "Come play and sing" during the holiday
season, but things are looking good to resume this year! We are planning on the evening
of December 4th at the home of Dianne Johnston, where we will munch, make music,
and have a gift exchange. Mark your calendars!
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Music Artistry Program
As most of you know, November 15th is the due date for preliminary MAP time both for
piano and strings.
For piano MAP, please send me (sungamble69@yahoo.com) your estimated time
including the evaluation.
For strings, please send to Melanie Kurtzbein (kurtzbein4@gmail.com)
It really helps to figure out your time if you download the worksheet from the WSMTA
site, and it is a good time to check out all of the information on the WSMTA Music
Artistry Program page. It is loaded with useful and updated information, as well as some
health guidelines for in- person MAP from WSMTA this year.
Here are the direct words from the state chair: “Please announce to the teachers, before
the MAP registration period opens, that they must comply with the masking
requirements set by the Chapter MAP Chair, which must be at minimum in compliance
with the local/state COVID mandates. Visiting Artists may refuse to adjudicate if
teacher/student/audience fail to comply. There is absolutely no refund for
teachers/students who fail to comply. By registering their students, teachers agree that
they will comply.”
Please make sure that your students' families are aware of this issue before they sign up
for MAP this year. All of our visiting artists are vaccinated and will have a proof of
vaccination.

Carnival
The KMTA Music Carnival and MLP is a go this year for an in-person event! Our lovely
co-chair, Dianne Johnston, has us all set to go for an April 23rd event at Gateway! We
will be doing this year as a hybrid year, where teachers of students who are unable to be
at the in-person event can self-administer tests like last year. What we need from YOU is
an idea of how many teachers and students plan to participate this year, so we know how
to organize the rooms etc... Please send a rough estimate ASAP
to melaniejoymusic96@gmail.com, including whether or not you're available to help on
the day. If you've traditionally volunteered in a specific room, you can let me know if you
are up for that same position, or if you'd like something different. This is always an allhands-on-deck event, so I look forward to our usual magic, even if it looks a little
different. We are so lucky to be in a chapter with so many wonderful teachers to work
and volunteer with! Thank you!
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District III Conference
I would like to remind you to sign up for the District III Conference "Reaching Every
Student: Universally Designed for Private Music Lessons" presented by Rhoda Bernard.
The Conference is November 7th at 2pm-4pm virtually, and will be recorded and
sent out to everyone who registered about a week after the event.
Please register online HERE and email me if you are having trouble registering.
Susan Speicher
WSMTA District III Director
speichersusan@gmail.com

State conference volunteers needed
It is anticipated that we can have an in-person state conference next year! It is scheduled
for June 23-25 at Lower Columbia College in Longview. Laura Curtis, Co-Chair of
WSMTA 2022 Conference, is asking for volunteers to help with the following jobs:
Banquet
Hospitality
Monitor
Packet
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Presenters
Publicity
Flowers
If you feel you could help with any of these, or would just like more information, please
contact Laura Curtis: curtislj@whitman.edu

Job Posting
We are beginning a search for a new music director at Grace Episcopal Church on
Bainbridge Island, and we are looking to get the word out to potential candidates who
play keyboard. The Director of Music (25 hours per week) is the lead pastoral musician at
Grace Church, leading the congregation in their spiritual formation as a singing
assembly. Working closely and cooperatively with the Rector, the director plans and
directs music appropriate to all weekly and seasonal worship. The Director of Music is
supervised by the Rector and leads the Grace Music Circle. Interested candidates should
contact our Rector at Grace Church, Stephen Crippen at 206-842-9997 or
stephen@gracehere.org.

Do you have info to distribute to KMTA?
Please send all communication items (website updates/documents, email
blasts, Quavers articles, etc.) to Melanie Kurtzbein: kurtzbein4@gmail.com . Plain text
in an email body and image files work best.
Quavers articles should be submitted at least 3 days before the end of the month.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MORE FROM KMTA

Check for registration deadlines, instructions,

For the latest

documents, contacts and more at the linked pages.

information on
upcoming events,

Kitsap Young Musicians Festival
Saturday, November 6

watch for email alerts
to items posted on our

Central Kitsap Presbyterian Church

News page.

Next Membership Meeting
Friday November 12, 10 am
Central Kitsap Presbyterian Church
Piano, String and Vocal Music Artistry Programs
(MAP)
February-March 2022
MAP plans are due November 15th
KMTA Competitions
Saturday, March 26
KMTA Music Carnival and WSMTA Music Literacy
Program
April 23, 2022
Gateway Fellowship
Senior Celebration and Awards
TBA

KMTA on Facebook

KMTA Website
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